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1. 
Background

At the first Argo Data Management Team meeting at the IFREMER in Brest, France, the U.S. National Oceanographic Data Center (NODC) was requested by the Argo Data Management Team to develop a plan for distributing Argo data to users who will not be able to get the data over the Internet. The U.S. NODC accepted this role


The U.S. NODC has provided the duplication and distribution service for WOCE (World Ocean Circulation Experiment) data since the first version of the WOCE Global Data on CDROM was released in 1998. In recent years, the revolution of optical disc storage technology and the tremendous increase in the amount of the data lead to the production of the final WOCE data on DVD (digital versatile disc) . We propose to build on these well learned experiences and has completed a preliminary layout design of  DVD for Argo data. This report describes a development strategy for the DVD.

2. 
Use of the DVD


The primary objective of the ARGO DVD is to provide Argo data to clients without Internet access. The clients will use a “Web browser” to browse the Argo DVD and “Arcobat Reader” to  view, navigate, and print documents in the Adobe Portable Document Format (PDF) within a web browser. The DVD will be platform and operating system independent and inter-operatable among browsers as well. It allow users to issue queries for Argo data and information by keyword, location and time. It simply requires the user to step through the data and graphing feature selection process to visually browse the data. After the graphics session, the users may incorporate the data into their application programs. It will provide assertive technology accommodations and services to persons with disabilities and ensure people with disabilities have equal access to Argo data and information. 

3. 
Functional Requirements

3.1. 
Provide graphical user interfaces for browsing data on the DVD.
3.2. 
Provide tools to convert and  implement data integration to desktop applications.
3.3. 
Provide links to Argo data servers for the latest data and updated information.

3.4. 
Provide subscription service and send updates regularly to a mailing list.

4. 
What’s on the DVD


All Argo data such as profile, trajectory, metadata, and technical data archived at the Argo Global Data Repository will be copied to the Argo DVD as the date of production. Data on the DVD will be in the NetCDF (network common data file) format. Tools will be provided for data format conversion. Argo information and documents such as technical reports, meeting reports, and data processing manuals will be compiled and published on the DVD. Proposed document formats are the Adobe PDF and plain text format. 

5. 
DVD Structure


Initially, A single sided and single layer DVD will be used for Argo data. The DVD structure is as follows:


dvd/welcome.htm(=index.htm=index.html) (TOP LEVEL)



/overview.htm (A brief discussion of the composition of the DVD.)

     
|------->data





|—>meta/ 






    |—>floatID (one metadata file per float)





|–>prof/ (one file per profile, sorted by years and months)






    |—>year/







   |—>
month/





|–>traj






 |–>floatID (one trajectory file per float)





|–>tech






 |–>floatID (one technical file per float)



|------->
document (Documents from the ARGO meetings, QC processing manuals generated by this project)





|---->admt-documents generated by the Argo Data Management Team 





|---->aic-documents generated by the Argo Information Center





|---->ast-documents generated by the Argo Science Team





|---->dacs-documents generated by the Argo Data Centers



|------>Images-Images used in various places on this DVD



|------>java- a directory for Java codes



|------>js - a directory for JavaScript codes



|------>products - products generated by this project



|------>utils - Programs for data conversations, display, processing, etc.

6. 
Scheduling



2002-09-18
Present the draft DVD layout design at the 2nd Argo Data Management Team Meeting (ADMT-2) at MEDS in Ottawa, Canada



2002-12-31
Complete the critical design of the Argo DVD layout incorporated  the Argo Data Management Team’s suggestions at the ADMT-2.



2003-06-30
Complete the first draft Argo DVD and deliver it to the DVD reviewing team (needed to be established at the ADMT-2). The Reviewing Team provides comments and suggestions to the U.S. NODC for improvements by 2003-07-31.



2003-08-31
Present the ARGO DVD to the U.S. NODC Management for  approval for public distribution.



2003-09-30
Final ARGO DVD (verison 1.0) ready for mastering and replication.
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