Last updated: 9 September, 2002

Agenda for Argo DM meeting

The meeting will be held in the Pearson room of the Lord Elgin Hotel.
18 Sep, 2002 at 0900

1. Review of National system development and milestone updates

National reports should be prepared before the meeting and according to a template. They will not be reviewed orally. Participants may raise additional points that are not properly covered by the written report.

2. Review GDAC operations

The meeting will be informed of the state of operations at both GDACs. A review of the two WWW sites will be done and recommendations for updates may be raised. It has also been suggested that other tools might be made available to help users who are not comfortable with netCDF.

a) ftp & www implementation - Carval, Ignaszewski

b) Tools to ease data use - Freeland / Keeley

c) Float Ids - Ignaszewski

3. Products - Molinari

The meeting will be presented with a proposal for products to be generated from the Argo data. We will refine the proposal and where possible assign groups to prepare them. It was also remarked in a SEREAD forum, that because of poor internet connections, some provision is needed for a regular distribution of Argo data on CD. The meeting will discuss this issue and what production and distribution mechanisms are practical.

a) Classes of products

· Data related (e.g. distribution maps, temporal coverage, timeliness)

· Network related (e.g. adequacy of coverage in space and time)

· Science related (e.g. surface salinity maps, anomalies)  

b) Data CDs for groups with poor internet access – Belbeoch / Sun

4. Data format issues

At a SEREAD meeting, it was remarked that the netCDF format is too complex for some Argo data users. It was suggested that a simpler ASCII form might be used. The meeting will consider a proposal. Progress on moving to BUFR will also be discussed.

a) ASCII version for groups who cannot use netCDF - Belbeoch

b) Metadata file format - Ignaszewski

c) BUFR - Keeley

19 Sep, 2002 at 0900

5. Real-time QC

The meeting will be informed of the various reviews promised at the previous meeting. Subsequent actions will be considered.

a) Review of effectiveness - Keeley

b) Climatology test - Schmid

c) Additional tests - Roemmich / Keeley

d) CLS implementation - Woodward

6. Delayed Mode QC

The last IAST meeting discussed a QC procedure to be adopted for all delayed mode data. We will need to discuss how to implement the scheme in each of our national operations.

a) Adoption of Wong procedures – Roemmich

b) JAMSTEC experience - Minato

7. AIC web site - Belbeoch

The meeting will be informed of the state of the AIC web site, and plans for the future. Certain problems of availability have been raised as has the complexity of the site and page loading times. Participants should consider what they wish this web site to do for them and for Argo.

a) List of national contact points

b) Revised web site

c) Milestones

20 Sep, 2002 at 0830

0830, Welcome – Assistant Deputy Minister (ADM), DFO Science

8. Long Term Archive plan - Sun

The meeting will be informed of the latest plans for the archive at NODC. We need to come to a decision about what functions it will perform relative to those performed by the GDACs.

9. Review of documents

The meeting will be informed of the state of completion of the documents. It is intended that these documents be available on the internet. We will be informed of how these may be found. Participants should consider what is missing in one of these documents, or what other documents are required.

a) Handbook - Pouliquen

b) Users manual for formats - Carval

c) Format descriptions - metadata, profile, trajectory - Carval

d) GDAC operations - Pouliquen

e) Real-time QC - Keeley

10. Other business

Participants will have the opportunity to raise other issues of importance to them. 

11. Time and Place of Next Meeting

