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MedArgo continued to coordinate the deployment of floats in the Mediterranean and Black Seas in collaboration with French (8 floats deployed in 2008), Spanish (4 floats to be deployed in later 2008 and 2009), Greek (1 float in 2009) and Italian (3 floats in 2009) colleagues. MedArgo also solicited Black Sea countries to contribute to Argo in the Black Sea.

MedArgo has worked on defining an optimum sampling strategy for the Mediterranean and Black Seas using historical data and numerical models. Reports are due by the end of 2008 as deliverables of task 4.4 of the EuroArgo project.
MedArgo continued to liaise with the  Italian "Gruppo Nazionale di Oceanografia Operativa" (GNOO) and the Mediterranean Operational Oceanography Network (MOON) to guarantee full and correct use of Argo data in Mediterranean forecasting models.
MedArgo continued  to produce and distribute Mediterranean and Black Sea Argo products (summary status tables, trajectory graphs, etc.) posted on the web in NRT. An example is shown in Figure 1 (map of all the floats active in the Mediterranean and Black Seas in September 2008).
As part of MedArgo, studies we conducted to assess the efficiency of Argo floats in the Mediterranean Sea. In particular,  the cycling characteristics and the transmission efficiency were studied (Solari, 2008a and 2008b).
MedArgo started activities on the delayed-mode processing of Mediterranean Argo data following methodologies developed for Argo floats in the world’s ocean. The main focus was initially on two long-lived floats in the Tyrrhenian Sea. It was found that the standard Argo delayed-mode processing method might not be appropriate for the Mediterranean Sea given that the majority of the profiles are limited to the upper 700 m and because of the significant variability (both in time and space) of the temperature and salinity, including long-term trends related to processes such as the Eastern Mediterranean Transient. The reference database includes the MEDAR-MEDATLAS II (1975-1997) database along with Italian CTD surveys in 2004-2006 (Notarstefano and Poulain, 2008).
MedArgo is continuously looking for ancillary CTD data to build reference database with which Argo data can be compared and validated. For instance, efforts are focused to obtain CTD data from the SESAME cruises (Transmed in 2007, BOUM in 2008), from Cypriot and Israeli cruises, etc. in order to validate Argo data throughout the Mediterranean basin.
MedArgo personnel participated, and presented communications on Mediterranean and Black Sea Argo activities, at the following relevant conferences and workshops in 2008:

· EuroArgo Kick-Off Meeting, Brest, France, 14-15 January 2008.  (P.-M. Poulain)

· IOCCG BIOARGO Meeting, Villefranche-sur-mer, France, 7-8 February 2008. (P.-M. Poulain)

· Seminari CoNISMa-MERSEA sull’Oceanografia Operativa, Naples, Italy, 19-20 February 2008.  (P.-M. Poulain)   

· Argo Steering Team Meeting (AST-9), Exeter, U.K., 18-20 March 2008. (P.-M. Poulain)

· 1st  Euro-Argo Users Meeting, Southampton, UK, 24-25 June 2008.  (P.-M. Poulain)
· 3rd Argo Delayed-Mode Quality Control Workshop (DMQC-3), Seattle, Washington USA, 10-12 September 2008. (G. Notarstefano)
· Riunione Consiglio Scientifico GNOO, Rome, Italy, 18-19 September 2008. (P.-M. Poulain)
· BS - HOT 2008 Conference, Sofia  Bulgaria 6-9 October 2008  (P.-M. Poulain)
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Figure 1. Positions (circled symbols) and tracks of Argo floats in the Mediterranean and Black Seas active at the end of September 2008. Trajectory segments for the entire month of September and full tracks are depicted in black and white, respectively.
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