
 
 Argo Status Report #17, November 2003: 951 Active Floats  

 

  Dear Argonauts, 
 
We will probably start Y2004 with 1000 active floats. For the moment I'm glad to announce 
you that 951 floats were transmitting early November. 
 
The AIC apologize for the problems noticed these last months on most of dynamic web 
applications. 
First two years, rather ambitious and different developments have been realized (database, 
mapping or charting systems, dynamic web pages, etc.) , with the will to fulfill emergency 
needs (IOC Resolution XX-6 implementation and network itemization) and the to test what 
could be done with new technologies to help the implementation of the Argo programme. 
Today I'm pleased to see that some of these technologies have inspired national programmes 
to build their "Argo information system". 
However, the need of integration of the different elements was beginning so important for an 
efficient maintenance of the system (with one TC) that I preferred switch off some 
applications. 
It has been a way to notice what kind of products were regularly used. Some users were 
complaining to see their favorite application disappearing ... 
Things are getting better now and a new web site, fully dynamic, integrating old applications 
and new ones, will be officially released soon: right now you can take a look there 
http://w3.jcommops.org/cgi-bin/WebObjects/Argo . 
No special graphical design for this web site; this will come later (only if I find some help). 
The AIC recall that the day to day Argo coordination (e.g. assistance to new participants) is a 
priority as the maintenance of the notification system (IOC Resolution XX-6) and information 
concerning the network status (e.g. interactive real time map). 
All other developments are based on AST recommendations and realized, fixed gradually 
taking into account resources available at the AIC: one Argo TC, developing synergies within 
JCOMMOPS, with one DBCP & SOOP TC. 
Thanks all for your understanding. 
 
 
News: 
 
New Ocean forecasting for Australia: BlueLink, October 13, 2003 
New voluntary contribution of Australia to support the AIC, October 01, 2003  
New European contribution to Argo: MEDARGO, September 30, 2003  
New Argo Participant: IRELAND, August 06, 2003  
Russian Deployment Opportunities, July 18, 2003  
Canada and Spain ready to develop Argo in South America, July 10, 2003 
UK - Mauritius bilateral collaboration is moving forward July 07, 2003  
read full news on-line 
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Implementation: 
 
Float Provider Members States:  
 

 
 
(This map shows all official Argo floats which have been transmitting in the last 30 days.: i.e. 
during October 2003 
For a real -time status of the programme please, click here) 
 
Associated Members States:  
 
Mozambique 
Pacific Islands: (Cook Islands, Fiji, Kiribati, Marshall Islands, Micronesia, Nauru, New 
Caledonia, Niue, Papua New Guinea, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Tokelau, Tonga, Tuvalu, 
Vanuatu) 
 
1998-2003 Argo Deployments per Ocean Basin (as of 21 October 2003): 
 

http://w3.jcommops.org/website/ArgoMap


 
 
About 1400 profiling floats have been deployed since 1998 (~65% in North Hemisphere) 
 
Y2003 Deployments: 535 (as of 01 November 2003) 
 

 
 
Argo Label: 
 



 
 
Float Models: 
 

 
 
Network Age: 
 

 



 
Data System: 
 
Official Argo QC implemented and operational in the CLS-Argos GTS chain.  
BUFR capability implemented for BUOY data.  
As soon as the Argo template will be fixed, full resolution profiles could be posted in BUFR 
format. 
 
CLS-Argos is checking the set up of GTS floats: ie: 
- correct all declarations  (e.g. no more 001 for IXIXIX, but appropriate WMO code 
depending on float model/sensors ). 
- optimize deferred time parameter (set to 25 hours for the moment) based on maximum time 
at surface for each Argo float they process. 
 
Coriolis and CLS-Argos have formed a partnership to offer a full support for data 
management for new participating countries (and all other which need it): 
Practically CLS will insert the data on the GTS when possible and forward all raw data to 
Coriolis; 
Coriolis will take upon WWW publication in netCDF format (and GDACs feeding) and a full 
data processing when CLS can't handle the float format (e.g. 28 bits Ids APEX, PROVORS). 
This will permit too for Coriolis to obtain the data from the source (with more data and 
metadata) instead of recovering it from the GTS and then provide the complete data sets to 
GDACs. 
 
Hence, thanks to these partners, it's now possible to participate in Argo without developing 
directly a data center. 
National resources could be used, at start, to fund some floats, to develop expertise on (e.g. ) 
the instrumentation. 
On the other hand, the ADMT will encourage and guide participants to develop this 
capability. 
 
 
Meetings: 
 
- Argo Data Management Team #3, Monterey, US 5-7 November 2003, Mark Ignaszewski 
- Argo Science Workshop #1 Tokyo, Japan 12-14 November 2003, Kensuke Takeuchi 
 
Please don't hesitate to send me your latest news. 
 
More details on Argo at http://argo.jcommops.org and http://www.argo.ucsd.edu. 
 
Best Regards,  
Argo TC 

 
The AIC is funded via voluntary contributions of the following IOC Members States: 
Australia, Canada, France, United Kingdom, United States. 
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