Australian National Argo Data Report

1).  Status

· Data is currently acquired from 5 active floats. Another 10 will be deployed in September.  A further 10 floats will be deployed, in cooperation with the Australian Bureau of Meteorology, as opportunities become available over the next 6 months.

· Data from 4 of the active floats are being put on the GTS through our link with the Australian Bureau of Meteorology.  Data from the fifth float is of dubious quality and will not be distributed until we can improve it.

· We are currently writing the programs to encode the float data into the required netCDF format for GDAC distribution.  We should have this completed by early November at the latest.  

· The data being distributed to the GTS has already undergone real-time QC:  pressures are adjusted for pressure sensor drift (up to 10db) and salinities have been calibrated against deep recent CTD data from the region.

· Our data is being looked at by the PI (Susan Wijffels) but no formal delayed mode QC is being done at the present time.  

· All our data is available on our web pages (http://www.marine.csiro.au/~waring/cooe/float_status.html), through the link to “current status”.  We also have raw and calibrated profile plots and both temperature and salinity sections for each float.  The calibrated data in ascii form is available through a link from the profile plot page.

2). Delayed Mode QC

· Salinity drifts are determined using recent CTD data from the region (WOCE and JADE cruises): comparisons are done on deep potential temperature surfaces.

· Float data are then compared with a high resolution regional climatology, to help check for pressure/temperature drifts. For instance, one of our floats appears to be suffering from a large pressure sensor drift, though we are not sure if this is correctable in delayed mode. 

· We currently do no delayed-mode checks on the drift data.

