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On June 30, 2009 China Argo got an email message from a Filipino named Olivier Naldo telling us 
that a float of ours was brought ashore by a local fisherman on June 29, 2009 near the Philippine 
island Province. We immediately got in touch with him by email and described the function of the float 
and the international Argo Program. We also asked him to give us more information about the float. 
While we were waiting for his response, we got a separate email, via the Argo Technical Coordinator, 
from Mr. Jack Castano, another Filipino who had contacted the AIC directly about this float. 

 

The float (serial number 3437, WMO ID#2901153) was retrieved by the Filipino fisherman in the 
vicinity of 20.30°N, 121.50°E near the Batanes Island late Monday afternoon (June 29, 2009). It was 
deployed by China Argo in late April 2009 in the northwest Pacific near the Luzon Strait. So the float 
was a very new one and should work for several years. 

 

We sent an email to Mr. Jack Castano at once. Besides explaining to him about the float and the Argo 
program, we asked him to send some photos of the float for us to see its condition. In order to make 
sure that the communication system was in good order, we asked him to move the float outside the 
house. Remote diagnostics showed that the float was in good order except for the fitting that connects 
the conductivity sensor and the outside tube was broken. Therefore we got in touch with Mr. Daniel 
Webb from the TELEDYNE Webb Research, the manufacturer of the float, for help. Mr. Webb 
promised to provide the fitting free of charge and sent it directly to the Philippines via FedEx. On 
receiving the post, Mr. J. Castano replaced the damaged one with the new one and returned the float 
to completely normal condition. He also agreed to help us to return the float to the sea. On August 14, 
the float was deployed at 20.24°N, 121.54°E and sent the first profile data on August 19, after 
redeployment. If it was not for Typhoon Maratok, the float should have returned to the sea a couple of 
days earlier. 

 

Mr. Jack Castano is a retired Filipino Navy officer and presently the correspondent of the country's 
largest newspaper, The Philippine Star. He lives in the small fishing village of Ivana, Batanes, which is 
14km away from the capital of the island, where internet communication is available. In order to keep 
in touch with us, he went there many times to send and receive emails. 

 

Another part of this story is Mrs. Melinda C. Javier, Mr. J. Castano's niece, who is a science teacher in 
the local elementary school. She is also the wife of the fisherman who found the float on June 29, 
2009. She immediately informed Mr. Castano about the finding. When she learned the spare part had 
arrived and the float was ready for relaunching, she prodded her husband to allow the use of their 
fishing boat to returning the float to the sea. She also took her pupils to see for themselves the 
scientific equipment. In the meantime, Mr. Castano had printed our letter explaining the importance of 
the float and put it on display beside the float. For the children, as well as several hundred others who 
passed by, it was an educational tour. 



 

China Argo has allocated 1500 US dollars to thank Mr. Jack Castano and his villagers for their efforts 
and to compensate the expenses for the return of the float to the sea. Prof. Xu Jianping, chief-scientist 
of China Argo, has issued a letter of thanks to the principle of Ivana Elementary School, where Mrs. 
Melinda works to thank them for their contribution to the Argo program. 

 

It is also worth mentioning that although the Philippines is not a member state of the international Argo 
program, its citizens, by their own initiative, informed the AIC as instructed on the float label and the 
owner of the float about their finding of the Argo float. Not only that, by they helped to repair and 
redeploy the float, which deserves commendation. 

 

However, this is not the first time for such a successful ending to a beached float in the Phillipines for 
China Argo. In early 2004, another China Argo float drifted into Bislig Bay and Davao Gulf, Mindanao 
Island and was taken ashore by Filipino fishermen. With the help of the AST member and scientists 
from the Institute of Marine Sciences, Philippine University, the float was found in a fishing village near 
the Bislig Bay and transported to Manila. Then, with the help of the Department of International 
Cooperation, the State Oceanic Administration of China and the Chinese Embassy in Manila, the float 
was returned to the China Argo Real-time Data Center. After changing the rubber plug on the bottom 
and resetting the Argos number and WMO ID, the float was redeployed in the north Pacific Ocean. We 
hope that the practice of the Filipino people in the recovery of Argo floats can be an example for the 
people of other coastal countries. 

 



 


